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DYSON-SCHWINGER EQUATIONS OF QCD
The Dyson-Schwinger equations [DSEs] are the equations of motion of a quantum field theory. They form an infinite hierarchy of coupled integral equations for the Green's functions (n-point functions) of the theory. Bound states (mesons, baryons) appear as poles in the Green's functions. Thus, a study of the poles in n-point functions using the set of DSEs will tell us something about hadrons. For recent reviews on the DSEs and their use in hadron physics, see Refs. [1, 2, 3] .
Quark propagator
The exact DSE for the quark propagator is
where D µν (q = k − p) is the renormalized dressed gluon propagator, and Γ i ν (k, p) is the renormalized dressed quark-gluon vertex. The notation k stands for Λ d 4 k/(2π) 4 . For divergent integrals a translationally invariant regularization is necessary; the regularization scale Λ is to be removed at the end of all calculations, after renormalization, and will be suppressed henceforth. 1 We use Euclidean metric {γµ, γν } = 2δµν , γ † µ = γµ and
The solution of Eq. (1) can be written as
renormalized according to S(p) −1 = i / p + m(µ) at a sufficiently large spacelike µ 2 , with m(µ) the current quark mass at the scale µ. Both the propagator, S(p), and the vertex, Γ i µ depend on the quark flavor, although we have not indicated this explicitly. The renormalization constants Z 2 and Z 4 depend on the renormalization point and on the regularization mass-scale, but not on flavor: in our analysis we employ a flavor-independent renormalization scheme.
Mesons
Bound states correspond to poles in n-point functions: for example a meson appears as a pole in the 2-quark, 2-antiquark Green's function G (4) = 0|q 1 q 2q1q2 |0 . In the vicinity of a meson, i.e. in the neighborhood of P 2 = −M 2 with M being the meson mass, such a Green's function behaves like
where P is the total 4-momentum of the meson, p o and p i are the momenta of the outgoing quark and incoming quark respectively, and similarly for k i and k o . Momentum conservation relates these momenta:
The function χ(p o , p i ; P ) describes the projection of the bound state onto itsFock-space component 2 (sometimes referred to as the BetheSalpeter [BS] wavefunction, which is different from the light-cone wave function). It satisfies the homogeneous Bethe-Salpeter equation [BSE] Γ(p o , p i ; P ) = (4) with Γ the Bethe-Salpeter amplitude [BSA]
The kernel K is theirreducible quarkantiquark scattering kernel. This homogeneous integral equation has solutions at discrete values P 2 = −M 2 of the total meson 4-momentum P . In order to identify the meson mass M from the BSE, Eq. (4), it is convenient to first introduce the linear eigenvalue λ(P 2 ) of the kernel
which has solutions for all values of P 2 . Since we use a Euclidean metric, we have to analytically continue this eigenvalue equation to the timelike region, i.e. negative values of P 2 , and then find M such that λ(−M 2 ) = 1. The corresponding eigenvector Γ(p o , p i ; P ) is then a solution of the original BSE, Eq. (4), i.e. it is the BSA of abound state. This meson BSA is normalized according to
at
The properly normalized BSA Γ(p o , p i ; P ) [or equivalently, χ(p o , p i ; P )] completely describes 2 Here and subsequently, q refers to dressed quark (quasiparticle) states.
the meson as abound state. Different types of mesons, such as pseudoscalar or vector mesons, are characterized by different Dirac structures. The ground state in any particular spin-flavor channel corresponds to the largest eigenvalue λ in that channel being one. The first excited state is determined by the next-largest eigenvalue λ being one, and so on for higher excited states.
RAINBOW-LADDER TRUNCATION
A viable truncation of the infinite set of DSEs has to respect relevant (global) symmetries of QCD such as chiral symmetry, Lorentz invariance, and renormalization group invariance. For electromagnetic interactions we also need to respect current conservation. The so-called rainbow-ladder truncation respects these properties. In this truncation, the kernel of the meson BSE is replaced by an (effective) one-gluon exchange
where
is an effective running coupling. The corresponding truncation of the quark DSE is
This truncation is the first term in a systematic expansion [4] of the quark-antiquark scattering kernel K; asymptotically, it reduces to leading-order perturbation theory. Furthermore, these two truncations are mutually consistent in the sense that the combination produces vector and axial-vector vertices satisfying their respective Ward identities. In the axial case, this ensures that in the chiral limit the ground state pseudoscalar mesons are the massless Goldstone bosons associated with chiral symmetry breaking [5, 6] . In the vector case, this ensures, in combination with impulse approximation, electromagnetic current conservation [7] . We will come back to this point later, when we discuss electromagnetic processes. [8] compared to LO perturbative QCD and to that deduced from quenched lattice QCD data on the gluon and quark propagators [9] .
The ultraviolet behavior of the effective running coupling is dictated by the one-loop renormalization group equation; the infrared behavior of the effective interaction is modeled, and constrained by phenomenology. Here, we are using a 2-parameter model for the effective interaction [8] , fitted to give a value for the chiral condensate of (240 MeV) 3 and f π = 131 MeV. This effective running coupling, with Λ QCD = 0.234 GeV and N f = 4, is shown in Fig. 1 , and agrees perfectly with pQCD for q 2 > 25 GeV 2 . The model is finite in the infrared region, and it is very similar to an effective interaction that was recently deduced [9] from quenched lattice QCD results for the gluon and quark propagators. Indications are that unquenching does not change the infrared behavior of the running coupling much [10] , and thus we believe that this 2-parameter model is a realistic parametrization of the effective quark-quark interaction in the spacelike region.
Quark propagator
A momentum-dependent quark mass function M (p 2 ) is an essential property of QCD. In the perturbative region this mass function reduces to c-quark s-quark u/d-quark chiral limit Figure 2 . Dynamical quark mass function using the rainbow-ladder truncation of Ref. [8] .
the one-loop perturbative running quark mass
with γ m = 12/(33 − 2N f ) the anomalous mass dimension. Dynamical chiral symmetry breaking [DχSB] means that this mass function is nonzero even when the current quark mass is zero. In the chiral limit the mass function is [11] 
with0 the renormalization-point-independent vacuum quark condensate [6] .
It is a longstanding prediction of DSE studies in QCD that both the mass function M (p 2 ) and the wavefunction renormalisation function Z(p 2 ) receive strong momentum-dependent corrections at infrared momenta, see e.g. Refs. [1, 2, 3] and references therein. Provided that the (effective) quark-quark interaction reduces to the perturbative running coupling in the ultraviolet region, it is also straightforward to reproduce the asymptotic behavior of Eqs. (10) and (11) [12, 13] . Both these phenomena are illustrated in Fig. 2 , using the model for the interaction of Fig. 1 . Here we can also see that in the infrared region the dynamical mass function of the u and d quarks becomes very similar to that of chiral quarks. This is a direct consequence of DχSB, and leads to a dynamical mass function of several hundred MeV for the light quarks in the infrared region, even though the corresponding current quark masses are only a few MeV. Thus we connect the current quark mass of perturbative QCD with a "constituentlike" quark mass at low energies.
These predictions for the quark mass function have been confirmed in lattice simulations of QCD [14, 15, 16] . Pointwise agreement for a range of quark masses requires this interaction to be flavor-dependent [9] , suggesting that dressing the quark-gluon vertex Γ i ν (q, p) is important. The consequences of a dressed vertex for the meson BSEs are currently being explored [17] . This will be discussed in more detail in Sec. 5.
Pseudoscalar and vector mesons
The most general structure of a pseudoscalar meson BSA is
where the invariant amplitudes E, F , G and H are Lorentz scalar functions of k 2 and k · P , and they also depend on the choice for η. The natural choice for mesons with equal-mass constituents (like a pion) is η = 1 2 , though physical observables are of course independent of η.
In the chiral limit, the axial-vector WardTakahashi identity [WTI] relates the pseudoscalar meson BSA to the (inverse) quark propagator [5] . As a consequence, if there is DχSB, there is a massless pseudoscalar bound state (Goldstone boson) and vice versa: a massless pseudoscalar bound state indicates that chiral symmetry is broken dynamically. Furthermore, we find
Thus, in the chiral limit we do not have to solve any bound state equation in order to obtain the coefficient function of the canonical Dirac structure of a pseudoscalar meson. This also shows why constituent quark models are inadequate in describing pions: for a realistic description of pions asbound states one necessarily has to have a (strongly) momentum dependent quark mass function. Away from the chiral limit, the axial-vector WTI relates the pseudoscalar and pseudovector spin projections of the BS wavefunction
This is an exact relation in QCD, and holds independent of the current quark mass. The GellMann-Oakes-Renner relation is a direct corollary of this relation, but that is not the only observable consequence. It also means that the decay constant f PS of excited pions vanishes in the chiral limit [18] . This relation is indeed satisfied in the rainbow-ladder truncation, as can be seen from Fig. 3 , both for the ground state pion and for its first radial excitation [18] . Furthermore, for 
where T i µ (k, P ) are eight independent transverse Dirac tensors. Again, the invariant amplitudes f i are Lorentz scalar functions of k 2 and k · P , and depend on η.
With the model of Ref. [8] , we obtain good agreement with the experimental values for the light pseudoscalar and vector meson masses and leptonic decay constants, see Table 1 . These results show little sensitivity to variations in the model parameters, as long as the integrated strength of the effective interaction is strong enough to generate an acceptable amount of chiral symmetry breaking, as indicated by the chiral condensate. This is not true for heavier states: e.g. the radially excited pion is quite sensitive to details of the interaction [21] .
Frame independence
The BSE is usually solved in the rest-frame of the meson. To be explicit, the most convenient frame is that characterized by P µ = (i M, 0, 0, 0). However, this is not required: One of the advantages of the DSE approach to hadron physics is its explicit Poincaré covariance. This makes it a particularly useful tool for studying electromagnetic form factors and other processes. No matter what frame one chooses for calculating say the pion electromagnetic form factor, at least one of the pions is moving.
As a test, we have calculated the static π and ρ properties in a moving frame P µ = (i E, q, 0, 0) where q is the 3-momentum of the moving meson. Within this frame we solve again the eigenvalue equation, Eq. (6), search for P 2 = −M 2 such that λ(P 2 ) = 1, and calculate the corresponding electroweak decay constant. Numerically, this is a bit of a tour-de-force, since the Lorentz scalar functions of Eqs. (12) and (17) are now functions of a radial variable k 2 and two angles
and the integral equation has to be solved in the three independent variables k 2 , α, and β. With current computer resources, this can be done without further approximations, and the results, shown in Fig. 4 , are indeed independent of the meson 3-momentum, illustrating that this approach is indeed Poincaré covariant. We can now use this same approach to calculate meson form factors in an explicitly covariant manner.
ELECTROMAGNETIC PROCESSES
In order to study electromagnetic processes, we need to know the dressed quark-photon coupling, in addition to the meson BSAs and the dressed quark propagators.
Quark-photon vertex
The qqγ vertex is the solution of the renormalized inhomogeneous BSE with the same kernel K as the homogeneous BSE for meson bound states. That is, for photon momentum Q, we have
with p o and p i the outgoing and incoming quark momenta, respectively, and similarly for k o and
Because of gauge invariance, the vertex satisfies the vector WTI
The most general form of the quark-photon vertex Γ µ (p o , p i ; Q) requires a decomposition into twelve Dirac structures. Four of these covariants represent the longitudinal components which are completely specified by the WTI in terms of the (inverse) quark propagator and they do not contribute to elastic form factors. The transverse vertex can be decomposed into eight Dirac tensors T i µ (p; Q) with the corresponding amplitudes being Lorentz scalar functions.
Note that solutions of the homogeneous version of Eq. (19) define vector meson bound states with masses M 2 V = −Q 2 at discrete timelike momenta Q 2 . It follows that Γ µ has poles at those locations and, in the neighborhood of
where Γ V µ is the vector meson BSA, and f V the electroweak decay constant. The fact that the dressed qqγ vertex exhibits these vector meson poles lies behind the success of naive vectormeson-dominance [VMD] models; the effects of intermediate vector meson states on electromagnetic processes can be unambiguously incorporated by using the properly dressed qqγ vertex rather than the bare vertex γ µ [22] .
Impulse approximation
The generalized impulse approximation allows electromagnetic processes to be described in terms of dressed quark propagators, bound state BSAs, and the dressed qqγ-vertex. Consider for example the 3-point function describing the coupling of a photon with momentum Q to a pseudoscalar meson ab, with initial and final momenta P ± Q/2, which can be written as the sum of two terms
whereQ is the quark or antiquark electric charge, and where Λ aba (P, Q) and Λ abb (P, Q) describe the coupling of a photon to the quark (a) and antiquark (b) respectively. In impulse approximation, these couplings are given by
with q = k − P/2 and q ± = k + P/2 ± Q/2, and similarly for Λ abb ν . The corresponding meson elastic form factor is defined by
3.3. Current conservation Electromagnetic current conservation dictates F (0) =Q a +Qb and Q µ Λ ab µ (P, Q) = 0. It is straightforward to show that both these conditions are satisfied in impulse approximation, in combination with rainbow-ladder truncation. At Q = 0 the qqγ vertex is completely specified by the differential Ward identity
If this is inserted in Eq. (23), one finds after a change of integration variables
with q ′ = q + P . Comparing this expression to Eq. (7), we recognize that the requirement F aab (0) = 1 follows directly from the canonical normalization condition for Γ ab provided that (1) the BSE kernel K is independent of the total meson momentum P and (2) the aāγ vertex satisfies the differential Ward identity [7] .
The second constraint, Q µ Λ ab µ (P, Q) = 0, is satisfied if the quark-photon vertex satisfies the vector WTI. Inserting Eq. (20) into Eq. (23), we find
which clearly vanishes. The ladder BSE kernel is indeed independent of the meson momentum P , and with quark propagators dressed in rainbow approximation and the dressed quark-photon vertex calculated in ladder approximation, the both the vector WTI and the differential Ward identity are satisfied [22] ; thus impulse approximation for the quark-photon vertex in combination with rainbow-ladder truncation is consistent in the sense that the correct electric charge of the meson is produced independent of the model parameters and the resulting meson electromagnetic current is conserved.
Pion form factor
For the pion electromagnetic form factor, working in the isospin limit, we have Figure 5. Our results for Q 2 F π (Q 2 ), with estimates of our numerical error bars, compared to a VMD model and to experimental data from CERN [24] and JLab [25] .
with the propagators solutions of the quark DSE in rainbow truncation. The pion BSAs and the qqγ vertex are solutions of their respective BSEs in ladder truncation, using exactly the same momentum frame as used in the form factor calculation. That does mean re-calculating the pion BSAs for every value of the photon Q 2 , but the advantage is that one does not have to do any interpolation or extrapolation on the numerical solutions of the BSE. Our results for spacelike Q 2 are shown in Fig. 5 . They are in excellent agreement with the available experimental data [24, 25] and with our previous results 3 . Technical difficulties due to the appearance of a pair of complex conjugate singularities in the quark propagator limit our calculation to Q 2 < 5 GeV 2 . Up to this value of Q 2 we see no significant deviation from a naive monopole behavior in our calculation of the form factor. It would be very interesting to see whether or not TJNAF can establish a clear deviation from a monopole behavior, because pQCD predicts a significantly lower value for Q 2 F π (Q 2 ) at (asymptotically) large Q 2 .
Quark mass dependence
We have calculated F π (Q 2 ) for a range of current quark masses. For all masses considered, the form factor behaves like a monopole, with a monopole mass that is slightly smaller than the ρ-meson mass. A similar behavior has been found in quenched lattice simulations [26, 27] .
The obtained charge radius, defined by r 2 = −6F ′ (0), is also in excellent agreement with the experimental value. Our calculated charge radius as a function of the quark mass is shown in Fig. 6 , together with the charge radius obtained from lattice simulations. For comparison, we also show the charge radius one would obtain from a naive VMD model, using the corresponding (calculated) vector meson mass. Again, both our numerical result for r 2 π and that of lattice simulations are represented reasonably well by a VMD model for the charge radius.
An effect that is missing both from our calculations and from quenched lattice simulations are pion loop corrections. At present it is not clear how to incorporate meson loops self-consistently in both the DSE/BSEs and in the approximation for the photon-hadron coupling. However, in Ref. [28] it was demonstrated that the dressed quark core generates most of the pion charge radius, and that pion loops contribute less than 15% to r 2 π at the physical value of the pion mass. For larger values of the current quark mass (and thus of the pion mass), we expect these corrections to become negligible. Also for larger spacelike values of Q 2 the effects from meson loops decrease, and for Q 2 > 1 GeV 2 we expect the contribution of such loops to be negligible.
π γ γ transition form factor
Using impulse approximation, the coupling of a pion to two photons is, in the isospin limit
where the internal momenta p, q are determined in terms of the integration momentum k and the external momenta Q 1 , Q 2 by momentum conservation; furthermore, the pion is on-shell, but the photons not necessarily. For on-shell photons, Q
, the partial decay width π 0 → γγ is given by
This decay width is governed by the axial anomaly as prescribed by electromagnetic current conservations and chiral symmetry. In the chiral limit, the axial anomaly gives
and the resulting decay width
is within 2% of the experimental width of 7.8 eV.
The corrections due to finite pion mass are small. . Symmetric πγγ transition form factor G(Q 2 , Q 2 ) for both the ground state pion and its first radial excitation. Adapted from [21] .
The axial anomaly is preserved by the ladderrainbow truncation of the DSEs combined with an impulse approximation for the π 0 γγ vertex because the relevant manifestations of electromagnetic gauge invariance and chiral symmetry are present [7, 29] . We do indeed reproduce the above value for this form factor, as can be seen from Fig. 7 . Our results also agree with the experimental data for the transition form factor G πγ ⋆ γ (Q 2 , 0) [30, 31] . On the other hand, the radially excited pion effectively decouples from the axial anomaly [21] , and its coupling to two on-shell photons is not constrained by the anomaly. A naive application of Eq. (32) to the first radially excited pion would suggest an enormously large value of 625 GeV −1 for its coupling G(0, 0) to two photons, because its decay constant is very small,f π1 ≈ −0.0016 GeV, and in the chiral limit this decay constant vanishes, as is evident from Eq. (14) and Fig. 3 . However, numerically we find that for the excited pion this coupling is about 0.7 GeV −1 . Furthermore, the chiral limit πγγ form factor is at low-Q 2 almost identical to the curves shown in Fig. 7 , both for the ground state and for the excited pion.
The asymptotic behavior of this form factor is given by the lightcone operator product expan- 
2 ) is the photon asymmetry. In lightfront QCD J(ω) is related to the leading twist pion distribution amplitude φ π (x) via
The normalization of φ π (x) immediately gives J(0) = 4 3 for the case of equal photon virtuality. Within the present DSE-based approach, it is straightforward to reproduce this leading-order asymptotic behavior analytically, not only for the ground state pion [31] , but also for its excited states [21] . Also numerically we reproduce
as can be seen from Fig. 8 . The interesting question is what happens with the form factor of the (first) radially excited pion in the chiral limit. With a nonzero current quark mass, this form factor indeed behaves like Eq. (36) , and it approaches zero from below as Q 2 1 = Q 2 2 → ∞, since its decay constant is negative. In the chiral limit however, the decay constantf π1 is zero, as dictated by Eq. (14) , and evident in Fig. 3 . It turns out that in that case the form factor vanishes like 1/Q 4 , with a positive coefficient: the form factor has a zero-crossing in the spacelike region. The coefficient for this 1/Q 4 behavior depends on the details of the model and its parameters, but it is not simply related tof π1 . The leading order behavior of Eq. (36) however is model-independent.
MORE MASSIVE MESONS
The rainbow-ladder truncation of the set of DSEs, using the model interaction of Ref. [8] , has been very successful in describing a wide range of light meson properties [3] . One question that naturally arises: How does it do for heavier mesons?
Heavy quark mesons
Let us first address the question of the quark mass dependence of the pseudoscalar and vector meson properties. In Fig. 9 we show the meson mass and decay constants as function of m q (19), the current quark mass at the renormalization point µ = 19 GeV, both for heavy-light mesons (light meaning u/d quarks and s quarks) and for heavy-heavy mesons. 0 < m q < m c by the same formula
as indicated by the lines in Fig. 9 . Here m i are the current quark masses of the constituents (at µ = 19 GeV); the chiral limit masses are M In Fig. 10 shows the corresponding leptonic decay constants. At small current quark masses, all of the decay constants increase with the quark mass, but they tend to level off between the s and the c quark mass, both for the heavy-light and for the heavy-heavy mesons. This is consistent with the expected behavior in the heavy-quark limit: namely a decrease of the decay constant with increasing meson mass (or equivalently, increasing heavy-quark mass) like f ∼ 1/ √ M , at least for the heavy-light mesons. Our current calculations suggest that the onset for this asymptotic behavior could be as low as the charm quark mass for the qū mesons. However, our results for both f D and f Ds are about 20% below their experimental values, f D = 0.222 ± 0.020 GeV [33] and f Ds = 0.266 ± 0.032 GeV [20] respectively, and our result [34] for the decay constant of the J/ψ is about 25% below its experimental value, extracted from the e + e − decay [20] . This could indicate that the rainbow-ladder truncation is not reliable in the charm quark region, and/or our model for the effective interaction is not applicable to charm quarks, despite the fact that the meson masses are in good agreement with experiments. Since the decay constants depend on the norm of the BSAs, which in turn depends on the derivative of the quark propagators, it is not a surprise that the decay constants are more sensitive to details of the model than the meson masses, and are thus better indicators for deficiencies in the modeling.
Heavier u and d quark mesons
Another question is that of heavier states consisting of u and d quarks. Calculations of the a 1 and b 1 mesons using a similar model give results for these masses that are several hundred MeV too low [35, 36] when compared to experiments. Also the mass of the first radially excited pion is, within this model, significantly smaller than the experimental value [18] . Furthermore, these heavier mesons, as well as the scalar mesons [37] , tend to be more sensitive to details of the interaction than the ρ and π. This suggests a deficiency of the model and/or of the rainbow-ladder truncation for these highermass states. A possible explanation for this deficiency lies in the fact that these higher-mass states have a different spin structure and (especially in case of the radially excited pion) very different BS wave functions, and therefore they are sensitive to different aspects of the BS kernel K. Again, we should study the effects from contributions beyond the rainbow-ladder truncation in more detail in order to resolve these issues.
BEYOND THE RAINBOW
Both lattice simulations [38, 39] and DSE studies [17, 40, 41] of the quark-gluon vertex indicate that Γ i ν (q, p) deviates significantly from a bare vertex in the nonperturbative region. A (flavor-dependent) nonperturbative vertex dressing could make a significant difference for the solution of the quark DSE [10, 17] . Simple dressed vertex models have indicated that material con-tributions to a number of observables are possible with a better understanding of the infrared structure of the vertex. These diverse model indications include: an enhancement in the quark condensate [10, 17] ; an increase of about 300 MeV in the b 1 /h 1 axial vector meson mass [36] ; and about 200 MeV of attraction in the ρ/ω vector meson mass [17] .
Lattice-inspired rainbow model
Over the last five years, the gluon 2-point function has become fairly well known through explicit lattice-QCD calculations [42] and also through approximate solutions of the gauge sector DSEs [2, 10, 43] . A strictly defined rainbow truncation of the quark DSE for calculation of the dressed quark propagator would proceed from this input. However, the modern information on the dressed gluon propagator shows a strong infrared suppression and it is not possible to obtain a realistic value for the condensatein rainbow truncation [44] . In this sense it is clear that the empirically successful rainbow-ladder kernels developed earlier implicitly include effects of quark-gluon vertex dressing for the quark DSE.
Although such an effective kernel shows a bare vertex Dirac matrix structure, the infrared parameterization produces a strength and dependence upon gluon momentum that is over and above that of the gluon propagator.
This point is illustrated in Fig. 11 [9] , where quenched lattice data on the gluon and quark propagators are used to deduce a phenomenological quark-gluon vertex by means of the DSE. The DSE kernel of Ref. [9] is modeled by
, where D lat µν (q) represents the quenched lattice result for the Landau gauge gluon propagator, and V (q 2 , m q ) is a phenomenological representation of vertex dressing whose ultraviolet behavior is determined by the requirement that the resulting running coupling reproduces the one-loop renormalization group behavior of QCD. Thus, the vertex dressing has been mapped onto a single amplitude corresponding to the canonical Dirac matrix γ µ , and depends on the gluon momentum and the current quark mass.
The resulting effective DSE kernel [DSE-Lat] is Figure 11 . Dynamical quark mass functions obtained with the DSE-Lat model together with the quenched lattice data [15] . Adapted from [9] .
compared to the MT model in Fig. 1 . The parameters are determined by requiring that the DSE solutions reproduce the quenched lattice data [15] for S(p) in the available domain p 2 < 10 GeV 2 and m(µ = 2 GeV) < 200 MeV. In this sense, the DSE-Lat model represents quenched dynamics. It is found that the necessary vertex dressing is a strong but finite enhancement. As one would expect, the vertex dressing V (q 2 , m q ) decreases with increasing m q to represent the effect of quark propagators internal to the vertex.
The model easily reproduces m π with a current mass that is within acceptible limits. However the resulting chiral condensate= (0.19 GeV)
3 is a factor of 2 smaller than the empirical value (0.24 ± 0.01 GeV)
3 . This is attributed to the quenched approximation in the lattice data.
Modeling the quark-gluon vertex
Let us denote the dressed quark-gluon vertex for gluon momentum k and quark momenta p and p+k by ig 
This expression has been used in a recent model [40] for the dressed quark-gluon vertex at k = 0. It is a non-perturbative extension of the two diagrams in Fig. 12 . In the ultraviolet, theqq scattering kernel appearing in Γ A σ coincides with 5 Note that the color factor of the color-singlet Γ A σ contribution to the strong dressing of the quark-photon vertex
, i.e. attractive and enhanced by N 2 c over the color-octet Γ A σ term: single gluon exchange between a quark and antiquark has relatively weak repulsion in the color-octet channel, compared to the strong attraction in the color-singlet channel.
the ladder-rainbow kernel; hence the natural extension is g 2 D 0 (q 2 ) → 4πα eff (q 2 )/q 2 and the external quark-gluon vertex is taken to be bare.
For Γ NA σ it takes full advantage of the simplification, Eq. (38) , that happens for zero momentum gluons: replace g 2 D 0 (q 2 ) by 4πα eff (q 2 )/q 2 . This term is similar to a contribution to the derivative of the quark self-energy but the differences are important; at one-loop this term provides the explicitly non-Abelian contributions to the Slavnov-Taylor identity [45] . The justifications for this nonperturbative vertex model are consistency and simplicity; no new parameters are introduced.
In Fig. 13 we display the results of this model in a dimensionless form for comparison with the (quenched) lattice data for m(µ) = 60 MeV. The general vertex at k = 0 has a representation in terms of four invariant amplitudes, but only 3 are non-zero here. We write
since the lattice data [38] are provided in terms of these λ i (p 2 ) amplitudes. The renormalization scale for both the lattice data and the DSE-Lat model is µ = 2 GeV where λ 1 (µ) = 1. Without parameter adjustment, the model reproduces the lattice data for λ 1 and λ 3 quite well. The lattice result for λ 2 , despite the large errors, suggests infrared strength that is seriously underestimated by the DSE-Lat model.
The relative contributions to the vertex dressing made by Γ Another useful comparison is the corresponding vertex in an Abelian theory like QED; it is given by the differential Ward identity, Eq. (25) . Figure 13 . The amplitudes of the dressed quarkgluon vertex at k = 0 for m q (2 GeV) = 60 MeV. Quenched lattice data [38] are compared to the results of the DSE-Lat model [9] , and for λ 1 (p) the Abelian Ansatz is also shown. Adapted from [9] .
Effect on meson observables
There is a known constructive scheme [4] that defines a diagrammatic expansion of the BSE kernel corresponding to any diagrammatic expansion of the quark self-energy such that the vector and axial-vector WTIs are preserved. Among other things, this guarantees the Goldstone boson nature of the flavor non-singlet pseudoscalars independently of model details [5] .
This has recently been exploited to produce the first study [17] of how an infinite sub-class of quark-gluon vertex diagrams, including attraction from three-gluon coupling, contributes to vector and pseudoscalar meson masses. The symmetry-preserving BSE kernel obtained from the self-energy has an infinite sub-class of diagrams beyond ladder; it is manageable here because of the algebraic structure afforded from use of a modification of the Munczek-Nemirovsky δ-function model [47] . It is verified that the pseudoscalarmeson remains a Goldstone boson at any order of truncation. As shown in Fig. 14 , the ladder-rainbow truncation has at most a 8% repulsive error as m q is varied up to the b quark region. The relative error of the ladderrainbow truncation relative to the completely resummed model of vertex dressing and corresponding BSE kernel. Adapted from Ref. [17] .
Fig. 14 also shows that attraction from the dressed vertex is a significant correction to ladderrainbow truncation for thelight quark vector mesons, and reduces steadily in relative importance as m q increases. This is consistent with the results [9] shown in Fig. 11 where the effective vertex dressing V (q 2 , m q ) required by quenched lattice-QCD propagators also decreases with (relatively light) m q . It is also consistent with our results, shown in Fig. 9 , for the m q dependence of the meson masses from the more realistic MT ladder-rainbow model [8] . The reason is that the latter model has a phenomenological infrared strength fitted to empirical light quark information,; it therefore implicitly includes much of the attraction from vertex dressing. The resulting m ρ is only 5% off. The algebraic model analysis in Fig. 14 suggests that the relative error of a ladder-rainbow vector mass can only get smaller with increasing m q ; it should drop by a factor of about 5 in going from the u/d quark region to the c quark region, and be about 1% for b quarks. That is what we find for the MT model in Fig. 9 ; the error is only 2% for c quarks and 1% for b quarks. Although the algebraic model is simple and not all details will be realistic, we ex- pect the qualitative aspects of these observations to be confirmed whenever a more realistic study becomes feasible.
Current conservation
If one goes beyond the rainbow-ladder truncation for the propagators, the meson BSAs and the quark-photon vertex, one has to go beyond impulse approximation for the meson form factor to ensure current conservation [23] . For example, following the general procedure of Ref. [4] , one-loop dressing of the quark-gluon vertex in the DSE requires 5 additions to the ladder BSE kernel to preserve the relevant WTIs, see Fig. 15 .
The resulting BSE kernel K(q o , q i ; k o , k i ) now becomes dependent on the total meson momentum P = q o − q i = k o − k i , which means that the first term in the normalization condition, Eq. (7), is nonzero. With the choice k o = k + P , k i = k, this introduces the 4 extra terms in the normalization condition depicted in the top row of Fig. 16 . These 4 additional diagrams are generated from the BSE kernel in the bottom part of Fig. 15 by taking the derivative with respect to the meson momentum P , where P flows through one quark propagator only. Since a derivative with respect to P is equivalent to the insertion of a zeromomentum photon according to the differential Ward identity, Eq. (25), it is obvious which diagrams have to be added to the impulse approxi- Figure 16 .
Top: The 4 contributons to the BSA normalization condition from the additions of Fig. 15 to the DSE dynamics. Bottom: The corresponding 4 corrections to the impulse approximation to the form factor. Slashes denote derivatives as described in the text. mation to maintain current conservation [23] , and they are displayed in the bottom row of Fig. 16 . The transversality of the photon-meson coupling is also maintained by this truncation.
We note that this procedure systematically exposes Fock-space components of the meson that are included in the exactscattering kernel of the BSE but which necessarily show up explicitly as corrections to the impulse approximation.
CONCLUDING REMARKS
We have shown how the rainbow-ladder truncation of the set of DSEs can be applied to study pseudoscalar and vector meson properties, from pions up to bb bound states. This truncation respects the relevant symmetries and related Ward identities: e.g. the axial-vector WTI, which ensures the Goldstone nature of the pions in the chiral limit; we also preserve the correct QCD renormalization properties. Another advantages of this approach is its manifest Poincaré invariance, which makes the study of electromagnetic form factors relatively simple. In addition to the dressed quark propagators and bound state amplitudes, one needs the quark-photon vertex, which can be obtained by solving an inhomogeneous BSE [22] . The rainbow-ladder truncation, in combination with impulse approximation for the form factor, guarantees current conservation. Our result for F π (Q 2 ) is in remarkable agreement with the data from TJNAF [25] .
The results for the kaon form factors are also in good agreement with the data [23] , as are the results for the radiative [30, 31] and strong decays [48] of the vector mesons, without any readjustments of the model parameters. Hadronic processes involving four (or more) external particles can also be described in this framework, though one has to go beyond impulse approximation. Our results for π-π scattering [49] agree with predictions from chiral symmetry, and this method has been applied to the anomalous γπππ coupling [50] as well. This approach unambiguously incorporates bound state effects in processes that receive contributions from off-shell intermediate mesons, such as σ and ρ mesons in case of π-π scattering [49] , and VMD effects in the case of electromagnetic interactions.
Within the same framework, one can consider baryons as bound states of a quark and a diquark, the latter in a color anti-triplet configuration. It has been shown [51] that one can obtain a reasonable description of the ground state octet and decouplet baryons using both scalar and axialvector diquarks. There has also been significant progress in understanding the nucleon form factors using this approach [52] .
